
                  

          

  

 

St. Johns United Methodist Church 
February 17 - April 3, 2021 

  
  

Our Church Family 

Devotions for Lent 
 

 
  

  

  
Stewardship 

God has given us resources or talents  

which we are responsible for managing.   

Study and enjoy these devotions to learn  

how others are managing their talents. 

Lent and Easter 

In the seasons of Lent and Easter, the church focuses on  

remembering, retelling and participating in the story of  

the suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.   

Lent, the period of 40 days before Easter (excluding Sundays),  

begins on Ash Wednesday and ends at sundown on  

Holy Saturday, the evening before Easter. 

During Lent, we enter into a season of preparation,  

self-reflection and repentance when we seek to literally “turn 

around” and realign our lives and focus toward God. It is a time 

to give up things as well as take on new life-giving practices, 

helping us rid ourselves of distractions and our own selfish 

desires. By doing so, we seek to live and love as more faithful 

disciples of Jesus Christ. 

The Easter Season, also known as Eastertide or the  

Great Fifty Days, begins on Easter Day and ends  

on Pentecost. Focusing on Christ's resurrection and  

ascension and the sending of the Holy Spirit (Pentecost), 

Eastertide is the most joyous and celebrative season  

of the Christian year. We celebrate the good news that in  

Christ’s death and resurrection we, and all creation, are 

continually being made new by God’s love and saving grace. 

 

Note: 
 

There are pages in the back of this devotional  

to allow you to make notes. 

 

What spiritual gems do you derive from these devotions?  

 

Jot down what the devotion says to you as briefly as you can. 

Go back and read these and discover how meaningful they are.  



  

February 17, 2021 February 18, 2021 

This poem I became familiar with in my work with Boy Scouts. It 
speaks to me and how the Lord has led me to my volunteer work with 

the Scouts, Schools, and in the church, without realizing it at the time. 
This is why supporting the youth programs of our church is so 

important. 

 
The Bridge Builder  

 
By Will Allen Dromgoole 

An old man going a lone highway, 

Came, at the evening cold and gray, 
To a chasm vast and deep and wide. 

Through which was flowing a sullen tide 

The old man crossed in the twilight dim, 
The sullen stream had no fear for him; 

But he turned when safe on the other side 
And built a bridge to span the tide. 

  

“Old man,” said a fellow pilgrim near, 
“You are wasting your strength with building here; 

Your journey will end with the ending day, 
You never again will pass this way; 

You’ve crossed the chasm, deep and wide, 
Why build this bridge at evening tide?” 

  

The builder lifted his old gray head; 
“Good friend, in the path I have come,” he said, 

“There followed after me to-day 
A youth whose feet must pass this way. 

This chasm that has been as naught to me 

To that fair-haired youth may a pitfall be; 
He, too, must cross in the twilight dim; 

Good friend, I am building this bridge for him!” 
 

Wayne Bouldin 
  

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/will-allen-dromgoole


  

February 19, 2021 

In Awe of God’s Grace     Ephesians 2:8, 10     
  
Once I stood by the crib of a new-born child and heard 
his father say, “I’m gonna live right. The best 
thing I can do for my son is to have him see me 
live right.”  
  
 Christians often preface such a statement with 
the words, “By God’s grace.” That is fine with God for 

He has demonstrated by the gift of his Son that his 
grace is immeasurable. Paul emphasized this in 
Ephesians 2:8 when he penned the oft-quoted words, 
“By Grace Are You Saved Through Faith.” John and 
Charles Wesley preached and wrote songs about this 
marvelous grace. Without it, salvation would not be 
ours to share.   
 One way we share our salvation is by answering 
God’s call on our lives to “Live right.”  This calling is 
extended to all Christians in Ephesians 2:10 where 
Paul penned the words, “We are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus unto good works.” 
 We are not called simply to imitate Christ on the 
outside, but we are called to live a transformed life 
that emanates from what God through the Holy Spirit 
has done on the inside. As we live in awe of God’s 

grace, may we answer his call on our lives.   
   
Prayer: God of matchless grace, help me, through the 
Holy Spirit who dwells within, to seek always to live 
my life as Jesus Christ would want me to live it. Amen. 
  

 Rev.  Bob Romanello 

February 20, 2021 

  
Ephesians 4:2-5:  “Conduct yourselves with all humility,  
gentleness, and patience.  Accept each other with love, and 
make an effort to preserve the unity of the Spirit with the peace 
that ties you together.  You are one body and one spirit, just  
as God also called you in one hope.  There is one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism. 
 
 I am writing this the week of January 6, 2021, when our 
nation’s Capitol building was invaded by our fellow citizens.  As 
far as I know they were all citizens, but my question all week 
has been “why”.  I believe the scripture above is the answer, but 
how do we implement the answer?  I am a failure at even 
talking with my own children about what is going on and until 
this week we have treated it jokingly that my beliefs are 
different than theirs.  We cannot treat it as a joke anymore.  It 
has already caused me great fear of what I did as a parent that 
has born children who think so differently than I do. 
 Humbly is how we are to conduct ourselves.  Jesus was 
humble, he said to “turn the other cheek”, but he also showed 
anger and strength when facing those in the temple for the 
wrong reasons.  We are to be gentle and show patience.   
Most of all, we are to love. 
 I pray that we can accept our fellow man with love  
and make an effort to preserve our unity of spirit.  Why do  
the people invading our Capitol feel as they do?  How have  
they been preached a lesson that they believe instead of  
the lesson of the church?   
 Please join with me during this season of Lent and begin 
a regimen of prayer that God will give us a plan to direct us all 
with better use of our resources to bring those on the other side 
of our walls into our fellowship.  That we become a place from 
which the message of faith, the testimony of hope, and the 
power of love goes forth to work in the world every day and   
that our motto each day is “love one another”. 
  

Brenda Stowe 

  
  



  

February 22, 2021 

Psalm 91:14 - “Because he[a] loves me,” says the LORD,  
“I will rescue him; I will protect him, for he acknowledges 
my name. 
  
Several years ago, I was working at the church and a 
woman buzzed the office door.  She had come to talk 
about Psalm 91 and the importance of praying the scripture 
over our children, families, and churches.  We talked for 
about an hour, and I told her that Psalm 91 was a favorite 
of mine.  She also informed me about several books 
written on the Psalm and about miraculous experiences 
that were accounted for in these writings.  It was a surreal 
experience for me particularly because I had decided the 
day before that I would stop reading and studying Psalm 
91.  It is not uncommon for me to read the same scripture 
over and over, and this Psalm was one that I had been 
studying daily. So, after this encounter, I decided to 
continue to study, pray, and recite the verses of protection 
over various people and situations.  It is encouraging to 
read about how others have been granted protection by 
speaking the Psalm.  There is definitely power in God’s 
word!  During these uncertain and troubled times, it is 
reassuring to know that God is watching over us and will 
be with us no matter what.  Praying for protection with 
Psalm 91 gives me peace and comfort.   
  
Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, please be with us during 
these difficult days.  Continue to guide us and protect us 
from harm.  In Jesus name, Amen 
  
  
Kathy Marakoff 

February 23, 2021 

Ephesians 2:8-9 

 
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith- and this is not 
from yourselves, it is the gift of God- not by works, so that no one can 
boast.  
 

This is a familiar scripture I’m sure to many of you, but it’s one that I 
think I often ponder from time to time. What do you mean we don’t 

have to ‘do’ anything to get saved and spend our eternity in Heaven 

with God? We live in a society where it seems like all we are judged on 
is the things we ‘do’. This is very contradictory to our worldly society.  

Grace is getting something good that we don’t deserve. And since it’s  
a freely given gift, it must also be freely received. God cannot force  

for you to accept His grace, but he did take the first step and offered 

salvation to us. Now that is grace! However Paul gives us three  
qualifiers here with each being vitally important to understanding  

how to get to salvation and the new life in Christ he speaks about. 
Faith is believing that what God has said, He will do. The little words 

are important here: by grace, through faith. It is not by faith through 
grace. It is the gift of God. The gift of verse 8 ties back to the entire 

main phrase of this passage. The gift of verse 8 is that ‘by grace you 

have been saved’. There is no more amazing gift than what God has 
offered through Jesus Christ, and he freely gives it if you will simply 

receive by faith. Talk about the ultimate ‘rags to riches’ story! 
It is not of works, so no one can boast. There have been several  

arguments over the years where mankind has tried to insert their  

works into this scripture or simply feel that if they are not doing works 
they are not going to Heaven, even after accepting this gift from God. 

But Paul is clear; it is not dependent on works. Why not? So no one 
can boast. You know we love boasting!  

 
This however does not mean that works play no part in our lives as 

Christians. Works play no part in whether we go to Heaven or not,  

but works play a large part in living our lives as a Christian should.  
During services at Church, we recite passages out loud about using our 

presence, prayers, gifts, service, and witness.  How are you using your 
gifts to thank God for so freely giving you the ultimate gift?   

  

Russ Williamson 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2091:14-16&version=NIV#fen-NIV-15410a


  

February 24, 2021 

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do 
not give to you as the world gives.  Do not let your 
hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 
John 14:27 (NIV)  
  
The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew 
and beat on that house but it did not fall, because  
it was founded on rock. 
 Matthew 7:25 (NRSV)                                                
  

  
On most days, as I prepare our evening meal, I can 
have full view as the sun sets and falls from the 
evening skyline. From this same window Bill and I 
were able to have perfect view of the Bethlehem star 
on December 21, 2020. This event won’t happen again 
for centuries and in many places cannot be seen. 
Timing and conditions must be exact. We watch in 
awe on each occasion, as peace and tranquility seem 
to consume us. It’s a vivid reminder of how God 
watches over His people and keeps his promise to 
never leave us. It also reminds us that our powerful 
God created our beautiful world and all things big and 
small. This past year has been a very trying and 
fearful time for each of us, and our whole world in 
multiple ways. In difficult times it is easy to become 
fearful, discouraged and disheartened but when we 
keep our faith and eyes focused on Him he will renew 
our hope, restore our peace and calm our fears.  
  
Ellie Davies     

February 25, 2021 

THE CROSS 
  

As I thought about a subject for my devotional, words from an 
old hymn, “The Old Rugged Cross,” filled my mind: 

 
“On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross 

The emblem of suffering and shame; 
And I love that old cross where the dearest and best 

For a world of lost sinners was slain. 
So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross 
Till my trophies at last I lay down; 
I will cling to the old rugged cross 

And exchange it someday for a crown.” 
  

Then I thought of other hymns about the cross. 
“Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross”: 

“In the cross, in the cross, be my glory ever, 
Till my raptured soul shall find rest beyond the river.” 

  
“I Am Thine, O Lord”: 

“Draw me nearer, nearer, blessed Lord to the cross  
where thou hast died.” 

  
A gospel song by the Gold City Quartet: 

“Show Me the Cross and I’ll Find My Way Home.” 
  

I love our church’s tradition of having a living cross on Easter 
Sunday.  We start with a plain wooden cross in front of the 
church. People bring all kinds of fresh, colorful flowers and place 
them on the cross.  Soon the plain cross is transformed into a 
beautiful display of love for Jesus. 
  
I thank God for the life and ministry of Jesus and for his death 
on the cross and his resurrection so that we might have  
forgiveness of sins, salvation, and eternal life. 
  
Carla Vowell 



  

February 26, 2021 

    Psalms 19: 1-4  

 
The heavens declare the Glory of God. The skies proclaim the work of 

his hands. Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they 

reveal knowledge. They have no speech; they use no words; no sound 
is heard from them.  

  
Nature reminds us we have a job to do:   

I love “nature” (our natural world), being out in nature, and recording 
and sharing the beauty, structure, and overwhelming evidence of God 

that I see there. I find myself, as many do, feeling closest to God when 

I am outside and focused on the natural world.  I made it “mission” to 
share the glory of God’s creation to reach those who can’t or don’t 

make time to observe His glory so that more people can see that He 
does exist. But I have recently been led, through this verse, to come to 

understand that, while my mission may be good, that’s only the 1st 

step.  
 

Nature helps people learn there is a God. Who doesn’t  
acknowledge that only an all-powerful being could create anything so 

beautiful and awesomely complex as our world (no matter what some 
may name that power)? God gives people no excuse to say he doesn’t 

exist. But as the verses say, nature has no speech, no words. 

 
It’s our job to explain who that God is. So – It’s our job as  

followers of Christ to let His light shine through our actions, showing 
love to others, even our enemies. It’s our job, through the words of  

our prayers - praying to be given the right opportunity and to be given 

the right words when the opportunity is given to us – and the words of 
our testimony, to bring the world or any single non-believer to the 

knowledge of His love for all of us and His gift of saving Grace and 
eternal life.  

 

God, through nature, gives us the evidence. It’s up to us to make the 
case to non-believers of who God is. 
  

Martha Jones 

February 27, 2021 

I Intended To Do Better 
 
Romans 15:7 “Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has  

welcomed you, for the glory of God” 

 
A few years ago, my cousin Scotty Parker came and spoke at St. John’s 

after he had completed riding his bike across South Carolina to raise 
money for the Water Mission.  While he was talking about school 

starting back, he set a goal for himself for the next year to ride his bike 
across the United States. Thinking that I would join him for part of the 

ride, I bought a new bike.  As time went by, I quickly discovered that I 

didn’t have the time or passion for training to ride over 3000 miles. 
 

I am reminded that although we want to be a follower of Christ,  
sometimes we might think it takes too much time, and we tend to  

take a shortcut. I will feed the hungry next week. I will teach Sunday 

School in the next rotation. I will sing in the choir in the future. We can 
come up with creative excuses why we don’t have time for Christ 

today. 
 

As we move through these days of Lent, may we reflect on what Christ 

has done for us.  Could you imagine if Christ didn’t exist?  Maybe take 
a line out of the movie “A Wonderful Life” when George Bailey said, “I 

wish I had never been born.” Could you imagine if Christ had never 
been born?  We would not spend time reading these Lenten devotions.  

We would not have to think about what we were going to give up for 
Lent.  We would not have to figure out our Easter wardrobe. If Christ 

did not exist, we would not have the promise of eternal life.  I am so 

grateful that although sometimes in my life I have dreamed big and 
not fulfilled the dream, yet I continue to serve Christ who will love me 

despite my shortcomings.  As we move through these days of Lent, 
may we reflect on the ways that Christ never gives up on us.  For one 

day in the future, we too will hear the words Jesus said to the criminal 

on the cross, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 
 

Prayer: Christ, today shine your light into us as we give thanks that 

you are in our lives! 

 

Rev. Karen H. Radcliffe 



  

March 1, 2021 

From a friend battling with cancer: 
  

What will you do when you meet God? John, the disciple whom Jesus loved, fell as 
dead at His feet when he met Jesus in heaven. (Revelation 1: 17) “When I saw 
Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man. And He placed His right hand on me saying, 
“Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last, and the living One; and I was dead, 
and behold, I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and of Hades.” 
When Isaiah saw Him, he cried out he was ruined (Isaiah 6:5) “Woe is me, for I am 
ruined! Because I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean 
lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts. When Job saw Him, he 
confessed in dust and ashes (Job 42:5) “I have heard of You by the hearing of the 
ear, but now my eye sees You.  
 
Therefore I abhor myself and repent in dust and ashes.” God is ALMIGHTY in 
POWER, PRESENCE and KNOWLEDGE over EVERY single thing in the universe! The 
GREAT I AM. WORTHY OF ALL PRAISE AND WORSHIP!!!! Separate from the 
created universe.  HE IS HOLY, HOLY, HOLY, AND TRUTH, LIGHT. 
  
(Proverbs 14:26) “In the fear of the Lord there is strong confidence, and his  
children will have refuge.” 
  
(Romans 8:1-11) “Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the 
law of sin and death. For what the Law could not do, we as it was through the 
flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering 
for sin. He condemned the sin in the flesh, so that the requirement of the Law 
might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the 
Spirit. For those who are according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the 
flesh, but those who are according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. For the 
mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace, 
because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject 
itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so, and those who are in the 
flesh cannot please God. However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if 
indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of 
Christ, he does not belong to Him. If Christ is in you, though the body is dead 
because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him 
who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the 
dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through the Spirit that dwells in you.” 
  
In Christ you are eternally safe; if not, eternally damned.  
 
Do you KNOW Jesus personally?!!!? 
  
Renee Howard 

March 2, 2021 

Hospitality 
Genesis 18:2-5 

Abraham looked up and saw three men standing nearby. When he  
saw them, he hurried from the entrance of his tent to meet them  
and bowed low to the ground. He said, “If I have found favor in your 
eyes, my lord, do not pass your servant by. Let a little water be 
brought, and then you may all wash your feet and rest under this 
tree. Let me get you something to eat, so you can be refreshed.  

  

John 21:9-10; 12 
When they (the Disciples) landed, they saw a fire of burning coals 
there with fish on it, and some bread.  
 
Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.”  

  
Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” 

  
In ancient times, hospitality among the nomadic people was a social obligation 
and was sometimes lifesaving. Traveling in that area of the world meant 
surviving on sparse supplies of food and especially water.  Giving food and 
water to strangers could save their lives. The third element to be included: salt.  
Bread, water and salt were life-giving. 

  
Abraham saw strangers near his home and ran to them to invite them in. Once 

they accepted his invitation to rest under a tree, he brought them water to 
drink and to wash their feet.  Then he brought them bread so they could be 
refreshed. 
  
A thousand years later, in Galilee, the disciples were fishing near shore but  
had caught nothing. They saw Jesus on the shore and when He told them 
where to cast their net and they caught so many fish the net nearly broke. 
When they arrived on shore, they saw a fire with fish and bread cooking. Jesus 
invited them to breakfast.  This common courtesy today is a social obligation 
from 3000 years ago.   
  
These are just two of many references to acts of hospitality in the Bible. 

  
Ellie and I got to experience a similar thing when we moved back from  
Greenwood County.  Our new neighbors stopped by a couple of days later and 
handed us a bag containing a bottle of wine, a loaf of good bread and a pound 
of salt.  We see the three- thousand- year-old tradition of hospitality repeated. 
  
Bill Davies 



  

March 3, 2021 

Matt: 4:16: Let your light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works and give glory to your Father 
who is in Heaven 
  
Not too many people can say their closest friend lives  
right next door, but I can! On paper we wouldn’t seem 
compatible, but very quickly a friendship developed.   
However, it was several months into our friendship before 
she revealed a very important part of herself-she was  
Muslim.  Perhaps she was concerned I would think  
differently of her or maybe she was and is reluctant in  
today’s society to confess her religion; but what I took 
away from the situation was the fact that she was  
concealing her faith. 
  
As Christians, God calls us to let our light shine. We cannot 
hide the love of Christ in this world of darkness.  With all 
that has happened in the past year and into the coming 
months, we need to ensure we illuminate the love of God  
in all that we do.   
  
Prayer: Lord, shine through me so that all may see you at 
work within me and through me. Amen 
  

Elisabeth Williamson 

March 4, 2021 

Psalms 25: 11 “For thy name’s sake, O Lord, pardon my 
guilt, for it is great.” 
  
In this verse the Psalmist is asking for forgiveness. God 
says to forgive, and forgiving can be one of the hardest 
things for most people. Some people even struggle with 
forgiving themselves, but we have to realize that God loves 
us no matter what we do, and we are perfect in God’s 
eyes. One time my dad made me really upset, and I really 
did not want to forgive him. Since God told me to always 
forgive (even if it is really hard) I went and told my dad I 
forgave him for the stuff he did that really hurt my feelings. 
This is an example of forgiveness for me when it was hard. 
You should learn how to forgive others and/or yourself 
even if it is hard.  
  
  

Reese Williamson 



 

  

March 5, 2021 

Let God Guide You 
  

Making decisions can be one of the hardest things we do.  
When we must make a choice, it is easy to get stuck  
because of the fear that we might choose the wrong one.  
This causes us to waste a lot of our time and energy, 
keeping us busy rethinking our options and replaying our 
decisions.  Why is that?  Is it that we have allowed fear to 
take over and tell us we are making the wrong decision, or 
reject to improve our choices, allowing us to become  
overwhelmed by the scope of them and shut down?  As a 
result, we have wasted time and energy on some of the 
simplest decisions because we have lost confidence to 
decide in the world of options. Does it have to be that 
way?   
 
In any decision in life, it is important to pray and look for 
answers in scripture.   
 
James 1:5 tells us “If any of you lacks wisdom, you 
should ask God, who gives generously to all without 
finding fault, and it will be given to you.”   
 
We must trust that God is working out something great in 
our lives.  Knowing that, we must continue to seek His 
wisdom and then stay the course! 
  

Debbie Rouse 

March 6, 2021 

Ecclesiastes 10:10 (NRSV): 
“If the iron is blunt, and one does not whet the 
edge, then more strength must be exerted; but 
wisdom helps one to succeed.” 
 
I came across this verse recently while listening to a  
Podcast. My first thought was simply, “work smarter, not 
harder” something I am sure we have all heard at some 
point in our lives. The verse stuck in my mind and I 
thought about it more at the end of a long workday. 
Reading these words again while reflecting on how I could 
work smarter drew my attention to the word “wisdom.” 
While my first thought still made sense, adding wisdom to 
any situation allows us to see the situation in a different 
way to help us solve challenges and accept when things 
are out of our control. I can easily recall numerous times I 
raced through a task only to end up working harder, not 
smarter. I am sure if you try really hard you can think of 
one or two examples in your life as well. Had I taken the 
time to seek wisdom before jumping right in, I could have 
completed my task with less effort yielding the same or 
better results. God wants us to seek out wisdom through 
Him and His Word. The next time you are faced with a 
challenge, spend a moment to seek His wisdom before 
moving forward. 
 
Prayer: Heavenly Father, we pray for wisdom as we go 
through each day of our lives. Grant us the knowledge and 
wisdom to follow the path you have laid before us until we 
are called home. Amen. 
 

Jason E. Creel 



  

March 8, 2021 

“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, 
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness and patience.”  Colossians 3:12 
  
This was the year when the world turned upside down.  What 
had been normal before suddenly became hard:  seeing 
extended family, shopping at the grocery store, our kids going  
to school.  What had been harder was less complicated:  a 
commute to school or work in the same house, online instead of 
in-person shopping. 
  
There were -and still are- dramatic changes to our daily life, set 
against a background of anxiety, fear and unrest that the world 
was experiencing outside the safety of our homes.  It was - and 
still is – hard to make sense of situations we had not dealt with 
before.  It forced us to reexamine our values and coping skills in 
order to find a way forward. How best to respond to an 
unfamiliar world? 
  
From our collective experience there have emerged some 
expected and some perhaps surprising heroes.  Doctors and 
nurses, teachers, police, grocery workers, delivery drivers, 
ordinary people who have done extraordinary things.  We need 
look no further than these selfless role models who are showing 
us the way through our crisis.  They personify the values  
expressed in this passage:  others before self.   
  
Like many others, I have reflected on the “silver linings” of the 
year. As we move into 2021, we pray that the world will discover 
anew the power of “compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness 
and patience.” 
  

Nancy Stark 

March 9, 2021 

Words 
 
“Sticks and stones can break my bones, but words 
can never hurt me.” How often did we hear that as 
children? As adults we know better. Words said in 
anger or insult, sometimes even as attempted 
humor can leave emotional scars. Our words can 
spread falsehoods and hatred or truth and love. 
Let’s choose the latter. 
  
Sometimes words can be misconstrued and have a 
different meaning to the one who spoke than to 
the one who heard. Rather than have hurt 
feelings, I’ve learned to ask the person to clarify 
what was meant and usually I took things the 
wrong way. 
  
On the reverse of spoken words, our unspoken 
words can also hurt. How often do we fail to say 
“I’m sorry” or “I love you”? Those words can make 
a difference to someone. 
  
Prayer: Dear God, please guide me in using my 
words to uplift others and glorify your name. 
Amen 
  
Phyllis Helms 



  

March 10, 2021 

“PEACE” 
  
  

Isaiah 26:3 “He will keep in perfect peace all 
those who trust in him, whose thoughts turn often 
to the Lord.” 
  
What is perfect peace talked about in Isaiah and 
how do we get it? 
  
Scripture says to fix our thoughts on Jesus, stay  
in touch with him by our spoken word, song, and 
written word. That means to study his word and  
let it talk to us, so it will change the way we think 
and live.  
 
I listen to and sing Christian music during my day. 
The more that I add to my day that includes Jesus, 
the more at peace I become. He quiets my worries 
and gives me joy and love. 
 
I hope all who read and study these devotions will 
also add more peace to their lives.  
  
Janet Tracey 

March 11, 2021 

Mark 8:34 …"Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me.” 
 
When I think of being a disciple of Christ and the days of Lent, 
my mind goes to what our Savior endured during those 40 days 
leading up to the cross. When I was growing up, my precious 
maternal grandmother lived with us. She was such a spiritual 
lady and was a great influence in my life.  My parents didn’t 
have a car until I was 14 years of age. We would all  walk to 
church each Sunday. 
  
During Lent, I always looked forward to Easter Sunday and 
going with my grandmother to the sunrise service to celebrate 
the Resurrection of Christ. From around the age of 5 and all my 
growing up years my grandmother and I would get up at 4:30 
on Easter Sunday morning. We would walk 5 blocks to catch a 
bus that would take us to the main street of Charleston, West 
Virginia. There we would wait and transfer to another bus to 
take us to the steps outside the State Capitol along the Kanawha 
River. It was a beautiful place.  We would participate in the 
sunrise service rejoicing that “He is Risen, Christ is Alive”.  We 
would return home riding two buses back and then go on to our 
regular church service and sing that great hymn;  “He Lives ! He 
Lives! Christ Jesus Lives Today”. I remember one year when we 
returned home, we found our cat had birthed kittens that very 
morning, a symbol of new life. 
  
As the words in the song in our hymnal say, “Take up thy cross 
the Savior said, if thou wouldst my disciple be”. May we always 
take up our cross and be His disciple, and as another song says; 
“Where He leads me, I will follow”. May we always follow Him 
and be thankful for the sacrifice He gave for us on the cross.  
 
Take Up Thy Cross!! 

 

David Rowland 



   

March 12, 2021 

John 15:13 “There is no greater love than to lay down one’s 
life for one’s friends.” (NLT)  
  
As I think about the 6-week period of Lent, I often ask myself 
– “What can I do during Lent to make Easter really “happen” 
for me this year?”  
  
I am reminded of an experience that happened several years 
ago in my Sunday School class. My teacher was reading the 
scripture which told the story of Jesus carrying the cross as 
he walked painfully toward Golgotha and of his being severely 
flogged and beaten by the soldiers. Suddenly, she paused and 
cried for a moment. Then, she continued to read. The story 
was VERY real for her. It really “happened” for her.  
  
Do I read the story of Jesus with that same kind of feeling?  
Perhaps if I spend more time reading the Bible, I will be able 
to feel some of the pain our Lord felt for us. Perhaps this year 
we can all spend more time thinking about the scriptures. 
Then we will be more keenly awakened to the dawn of 
Christ’s Resurrection on Easter morning as a very real 
“happening”.  
  
Lord, thank you for the loving sacrifice of your only Son  
so we can have everlasting life. Amen.   
  

See, from His head, His hands, His feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down: 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,  
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?  

   (From “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”, v. 3) 
  
  

Carolyn Rowland  

March 13, 2021 

1 Thessalonians 1:2-10 
  
“This is because we remember your work that comes from faith, 
your effort that comes from love, and your perseverance that 
comes from hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the presence of our 
God and Father.” 1 Thessalonians 1:3 
  
This scripture was a recent passage used in our Sunday School 
lessons that started me thinking about the events over the past 
spring, summer and fall that we all witnessed every day taking 
place on our televisions. The church should be a stronghold 
against the powers of darkness and catastrophe. Every church, 
including ours, is called to cultivate the great virtues, a place 
where people in need of them can find them, and from where 
we can carry these great virtues into the world. What do you 
want to be remembered for this year? As a person, as a family, 
as a community of believers; if someone came to visit and 
observe your life for a few weeks, what would stand out the 
most to them? What would they remember and report back to 
you and others? The Thessalonians did not talk a big game 
about their faith. Paul was thankful because their good news 
was connected to power, power that made itself tangible 
through work, effort, and perseverance. Belief in Christ was not, 
is not and cannot be a static enterprise this year: instead, let us 
ask how it permeates all that we say and do. We need to 
contemplate that conscience effort required by holy love. That 
type of love will require all the effort we can muster. When it 
seems impossible, the hope that comes through Jesus Christ will 
give us the strength to choose to persevere. This is a new year. 
What choices do you need to make to work out your faith, put 
forth the effort love requires and persevere in hope? Those 
questions only you can answer.  
  
Prayer: Call us, change us, use us! Amen 
  

Judy Tilly 



  

March 15, 2021 

John 16:33   
  

“I have told you these things, so that in me you might have 

peace.  In this world you will have trouble. But take heart!  I 
have overcome the world.” 
  

Jesus and his disciples had just finished The Last Supper and it was  
just before He was arrested.  He was trying to tell them what was  

going to happen.  Finally, after three years they were beginning to  
understand what He was telling them. 

 

As we go through Lent maybe our goal should be to better understand 
what Jesus has told us in the scriptures.  As was His style, Jesus 

always got right to the point.  “In this world you will have trouble.” 
 

After the year we have all been through, we do not have to be  
reminded of that!  Who could have thought we would spend a whole 

year wearing masks, socially distancing, and going to church on  

YouTube.  For some of us the pandemic is just a small part of the  
problem.  In August I went to the doctor thinking I had a pulled muscle 

in my side.  I left there with a diagnosis of liver cancer.  As I write this, 
I am starting my tenth chemo treatment and I am doing well.  I can 

never say thank you enough for all the prayers, thoughts, and cards I 

have received from you, my church family.  I have the most wonderful 
nurse, Karen, at home that anyone could have. I am blessed and 

thankful, but the trouble is still there.  Jesus told the disciples and tells 
us that yes, the troubles are always there, but we can have peace.  We 

can take heart.  How?  By believing in and placing our faith in Him, 

who has overcome the world. 
  

Father, 

Thank you for all you have done and continue to do for us. Thank you 
that through your death and resurrection you have overcome the world 

and bring us peace and hope. Help us to be faithful. 

  

Tom Vinson 



  

March 16, 2021 

36 Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and 
he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I go over there and 
pray.” 37 He took with him Peter and the two sons of 
Zebedee… 38 Then he said to them, “I am deeply grieved, even 
to death; remain here, and stay awake with me.” … 40 Then he 
came to the disciples and found them sleeping; and he said to 
Peter, “So, could you not stay awake with me one hour? 41 Stay 
awake and pray…” 42 Again he went away for the second time 
and prayed… 43 Again he came and found them sleeping, for their 
eyes were heavy. 44 So leaving them again, he went away and 
prayed for the third time, saying the same words. 45 Then he 
came to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping 
and taking your rest? See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of 
Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46 Get up, let us be 
going. ”    Matthew 26: 36-46a NRSV,  selected verses 
  
Peter, James, and John – we’d call them Jesus’ BFF’s today – 
Best Friends Forever.  They, among all the Disciples, knew him 
best, had been taught and experienced the most.  They had 
been with Him when the crowd thronged to cheer and celebrate 
on that last Sunday.  Now He was asking one last thing from 
them – stay near me while I pray and stay awake! 
  
Most of us knew how that turned out, even before reading this 
Scripture today.  The disciples were tired, their eyes were heavy, 
and pretty soon they had dozed off – not once or twice, but 
three times!  Jesus had told them his ministry would soon be 
ending, that their time together was short.   He was “deeply 
grieved,” but did they really get it?  Would they have been able 
to stay awake if they knew what the next day would bring? I’d 
like to think so. 
  
Jesus is still asking us to stay alert, alert to the people around us, in 

our community and throughout the world.   
How often do we sleep through other peoples’ crises?  
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When someone faces a job loss or cutbacks, when someone is 
waiting for the results of a medical test, when death claims 
someone’s spouse, do we act?  Do we pray, do we listen for as 
long as the person wants to talk, do we maybe find a way to  
offer physical assistance, and do we continue to stay in close 
contact through the days that follow?   In this time of pandemic, 
are we reminding them of Jesus’ love as we make calls and write 
cards, avoiding in-person contact? 
 
No, we can’t change these situations, just as the Disciples  
couldn’t change the future for Jesus.  But we can stay awake 
and be ready to act as Jesus’ hands and heart in the world 
today. 
  
PRAYER:  Lord Jesus, help me stay awake and find places where 
I can be of service to you through loving and serving others.  
Amen 
  
Barbara Gaither 
  
  



  

March 17, 2021 

Cast your burden on the Lord, and He shall sustain you;  
He shall never permit the righteous to be moved.  
– Psalm 55:22 
 
 “Come to me, all you who are weary and carry heavy  
burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you. 
Let me teach you, because I am humble and gentle heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy to 
bear and the burden I give you is light.” 
 - Matthew 11:28-30 
  
I trust in your unfailing love; my heart rejoices  in your  
salvation. - Psalm 13:5. 
 
These three verses come together to remind me of one of 
my mother’s ‘words of wisdom’ moments…The ‘worry pot.’ 
She taught one way to handle the anxiety in our lives is to 
write it down/‘cast your burden’ into the pot, and pray. My 
mother would say this would help her mind to release the 
stress/burden by turning it over to the Lord. She would 
read what was worrying her, whether it be a week, month, 
or year later, and usually it would be a faded memory and 
no longer a worry as the situation had been resolved. This 
doesn’t mean we receive what we ask for but merely ‘trust’ 
in His time for the burden to be lifted. When I feel  
overwhelmed, I pray for guidance and peace and cast my 
burden into my ‘worry pot.’ This takes time…which I forget 
from time to time but life is a journey and I’m still learning 
to ‘rest’ and ‘trust.’ 
 

Minda Siebert 

March 18, 2021 

Though the mountains be shaken, and the hills be  
removed, yet My unfailing Love for you will not be 
shaken nor My covenant of Peace be removed.  
 
Nothing on earth seems as enduring or immovable as  
soaring, majestic mountains. When you stand on their 
heights breathing in that rarified air, you can almost smell 
eternity. Yet My Love and My Peace are even more  
enduring than the greatest mountain on earth! 
  
Think deeply about my unfailing Love. One of the  
meanings of “unfailing” is inexhaustible. No matter how 
needy you are or how many times you fail Me, My supply  
of Love for you will never run low. Another meaning of 
“unfailing” is constant. I do not love you more on days 
when you perform well, nor do I love you less when you 
fail badly. 
  
I Myself am your Peace. Live close to Me so you can  
enjoy this supernatural Peace. Come freely into My  
Presence, beloved, even when you are feeling bad about 
yourself. Remember who I am:  
 
The Lord who has compassion on you.  
  
Isaiah 54:10; Isaiah 51:6; Ephesians 2:14 NKJV 
  
George Dickinson 



  

March 19, 2021 

Winnie the Pooh Philosophy 

But this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and 
reaching forth unto those things which are before. 
 
Philippians 3:13 KJV “I always get to where I’m going by walking 
away from where I have been”  Winnie the Pooh 
  

I was Winnie the Pooh in the school play when I was in the fifth grade.  

I have always been a fan of Pooh and Eeyore. And the quote above 
has always meant something to me.  In 2020 I knew what it meant 

and that was to get me to 2021.  
 

Last year was the most challenging year for me in my 37 years in the 

beverage business. By March of last year, my company was in survival 
mode as were many others.  The landscape as we knew it had 

changed drastically. We had to go to business differently and fast.  By 
April,  

volume in my department had declined to the point that an 80%  
reduction in workforce was necessary. This reduction was done by  

furloughing team members.  In July, we were able to start returning 

the work force but only 80% of those furloughed could return. During 
these times I prayed for our teammates and their families. There was 

nothing I could do to change the situation.  I focused on keeping  
employees safe at work with all this new COVID protocol. I kept  

praying for the situations to improve and it seemed to drag on. While 

on vacation at Christmas, families were separated, and churches were 
struggling but we made it through. I could not wait to get out of 2020 

and into a new year thinking this would all be behind us. Still, I find 
myself in the new year praying for friends and family who have  

contracted COVID. I see a vaccine is out there but not accessible to all 
currently. We have left where we were but still have a ways to get to 

where we are going. We need to rely on our faith, family, friends, and 

church family to get us to the new destination. Keep praying and  
remember that God is with us and will help us every step of the way.  

  
Prayer: Lord, please help us to keep the faith and realize that with 

you all things are possible including getting past the COVID pandemic. 

Keep us safe and watch over us in the coming days. Amen 
  
John Howard 

March 20, 2021 

Hebrews 11:1  

 
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 
things not seen. 
  
Rose Colored Glasses 
  
Those of you that watched my “year in review” on January 3rd at 
the 8:30 service know I mentioned I often am told I live in 
“Jemma world” and wear “Rose Colored Glasses”. Meaning, I 
have an overly optimistic view on life. I believe this is a gift that 
God has bestowed on me through my faith. I would not be able 
to be so optimistic and help others see the best in people and 
situations, were it not for my faith in God, knowing he will lead 
me and support me through the challenging times in my life.  
 
At times in my life, I may to the outside world seem to be  
procrastinating on things or actions. I beg to differ. I know deep  
down in my heart that the action I need to take or the thing that 
I need, is not yet ready for me, and I will know when to act. A 
perfect example is the writing of this devotion. I have waited 
until only a few days left, to write it. It was only on the day I 
write this that the topic was placed on my heart. Time after 
time, God has affirmed my faith.  
 
As we move forward in 2021, we all need to remember that God 
is with us through the good and the bad, the easy times and the 
challenging. He wants us to do our best no matter what lies 
ahead. He wants us to remain faithful in his promise that he will 
be with us, guide us, and help us. He wants us to dawn “Rose 
Colored Glasses” from time to time to remember that his 
creation is good, that things can and will be good, that people 
can and will be good. Remembering to praise him for all that he 
has given us.  
  
Jemma Hardinger 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+11%3A1&version=ESV


  

March 22, 2021 

This poem is from St. Francis of Assisi (the current Pope took his Papal 

name from St Francis) and was a favorite of my late grandfather.  This 
poem examines our need for God who reminds us that when we are sweet, 

we are kind.  When we forgive, we love.  And when we sacrifice, we are 
drawn closer to God and experience His peace and love the way He 

 intended for us to experience.  

  
"Our Need for Thee" - St Francis of Assisi 

  
In our ever-present need for thee: Beloved, let us know your peace. Let us 

be your instruments that break every shackle, for do not the caged one’s 
weep. 

 
And give us our inheritance of divine love so that we can forgive like you. 

And let us be wise, so that we do not wed another’s madness and then 

make them in debt to us for the deep gash their helpless raging lance will 
cause. 

Darkness is an unlit wick; it just needs your touch, Beloved, to become a 
sacred flame. And what sadness in this world could endure if it looked into 

your eyes? 
 

God is like a honeybee. He does not mind me calling Him that; for when 
you are kind—sweet—He nears, and can draw you into Himself. 

  

What is there to understand of each other: if a wand turned the sun into a 
moon would not the moon mourn the ecstatic effulgence it once was. We 

are all in mourning for the experience of our essence we knew and now 
miss. Light is the cure, all else a placebo. 

  
Yes, I will console any creature before me that is not laughing or full of 

passion for their art or life; for laughing and passion—beauty and joy—is 
our heart’s truth, all else is labor and foreign to the soul. 

  

I have stood in His rain and now fill granaries as do the fertile plains; 
giving is as natural to love as sound from the mouth. There is a 

courageous  
dying, it is called effacement. That holy death unfurls our spirit’s wings and 

allows us to embrace God even as we stand on the earth. 

  
  
Tevis Vandergriff 

March 23, 2021 

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by 
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your  
requests to God.” Philippians 4:6  
  
 The past year has been tough for lots of us battling a  
pandemic that has completely changed life as we knew it. 
It seems like a bad dream that never ends. Many people 
have died, gotten sick, lost their jobs, or suffered in some 
other way. We have been forced to do many things 
virtually including worship, work, and educate our children.  
Challenges and struggles are part of life, but this has been 
different. It is a reminder of just how hard life can be at 
times. So many things to worry and be anxious about yet 
when I take time to read the scriptures it reminds me that 
God has it all under control. He will never leave us. As  
Philippians tells us to trust the outcome and praise Him for 
who He is and what He is doing in our life and all those 
that we love. Better days are ahead but God never said it 
was going to be easy and at times like this we have to lean 
on our faith and each other to get through it. 
  
Prayer: Our Heavenly Father, thank you for all that you do 
and for your words that help us when we feel overwhelmed 
in life. Please continue to remind us that you have it all  
under control and continue to guide us even through  
difficult times. Amen 
  
Patrick Edmondson 



   

March 24, 2021 

“I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God 

like a little child will never enter it.” – Mark 10:15 

  
This verse in scripture used to be only a concept for me, but after  

experiencing God’s gift of grandchildren, I see this verse a little more 
clearly. As a child, if we were fortunate enough to be born into a  

Christian home, we were taught to love one another, pray at meals  

and before bedtime, and always put Jesus first in our lives. We were 
told things like, you are never alone, God knows everything, choose  

the better way, or always be thankful for your blessings. Unfortunately, 
somewhere along the line, we forgot these simple little practices and 

truths once we reached a certain age. 
In a world filled with so many different platforms of knowledge, it is 

easy to get overloaded with information, either from the news media, 

social media, or day to day conversation with friends and family.   
Very often we end up in a right or wrong debate in our thoughts and 

before you know it, our stress level is through the roof. It doesn’t  
matter whether we attended church on Sunday (virtual or in-person), 

participated in a Bible Study, or read scripture and prayed morning, 

noon, and night. Instead of following our basic Christian instincts, we 
put those feelings on a back burner and set out on a mission to prove 

we are the ones with all the right answers. I believe Jesus wants us to 
set aside all the drama and put our focus on the things that really 

matter. We need to remember that we are never alone in this world, 
because God is always there and ultimately in control. We should 

follow the examples provided for us in Scripture and choose a way that 

allows us to always shine the Light of Christ. Finally, we must pray for 
our neighbor, friend or foe, and be thankful for what God has provided 

in our lives, because regardless of how difficult or challenging the  
circumstances, there are blessings in every situation. 

 

Isn’t this how we encourage our children to live their lives? 
  

Prayer – Heavenly Father, the little children in our church family 
already know how to love Jesus and their neighbor, something we 

sometimes forget. Help us to be more childlike in our thoughts when 

dealing with the stresses of this world and grant us the courage to 
place you at the center of our lives each and every day. Amen. 

  
R.W. Edmondson 

  

March 25, 2021 

FRIENDSHIP 
 

PROVERBS 27:9   “a sweet friendship refreshes the soul” 
 
Several years ago, I volunteered to be the treasurer for the Fort Mill Gridiron 
Club. This club supports the football team at Fort Mill High School. At the time, 
Jacob played football for Fort Mill and so would Luke when he started high 
school. I thought being a board member would be a great way to help out. 
Little did I know what I was getting myself into! I met with the President of the 
club and he handed over the responsibility of the treasurer position in a brown 
grocery bag. Yes, that’s right, a brown grocery bag. He proceeded to tell me 
that everything was “messed up” and he hoped I could get it straightened out. 

It was a nightmare! I contacted the person who prepared the taxes for the 
club and she helped me figure out what I needed to do to get the club back on 
track financially. All I did was complain and ask myself why I volunteered for 
this job. It took many hours to sort out the account, but I did. Everything was 
in order and back to the way it was supposed to be. Little did I know that this  
nightmare I had been handed led me to meet someone who is now my best 
friend and sister in Christ.  
 
At first, we were just acquaintances and would occasionally talk on the phone 
or I would pop in and say hello when she was working. In August of last year, 
Pam texted me and asked me to call her every day for one week and pray with 
her. She needed someone and she had chosen me. It scared me! I thought of 
ways to ignore what she had asked of me, but I decided that I could not say 
no. Why would I tell someone that I would not pray with them? God would not 
do that, and neither was I. We began by just talking about our daily lives and 
things that women go through in their 50’s. I shared a devotional booklet with 
her that I thought would be a great way for us to begin reading scriptures, 
praying together, and growing our faith. Our friendship began to blossom, and 
I began to feel the presence of the Lord even more. What I didn’t know at the 
time was that I needed her, too. Now, Pam and I talk on the phone several 
nights during the week. We read scriptures, share a devotional, and pray with 
each other. We talk about our families, friends, work, and current events. We 
laugh and we cry with each other. We have both been blessed with a sweet 
friendship that refreshes our souls. God put me in a position that I constantly 
complained about in order to meet this precious friend and I am so grateful. 
 
Prayer for Friendship:  Loving God, you have blessed me with the gift of 
friendship. For those who have chosen to be my friends, I am truly grateful.  
Let our love, respect, and affection for each other flourish. Make me a good 
friend that is loyal, caring, and ready to forgive. To God, our truest friend,  
I thank you. Amen 
  
Lisa Henley 



  

March 26, 2021 

Acts: Chapter 1, Verses 3-5 (English Standard Version) 
He (Jesus) presented himself alive to them after his  
suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during  
forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. And 
while staying with them he ordered them not to depart 
from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the  
Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; for John 
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
  
Recently, while driving my car, the Low Tire Pressure warning 
light came on. With a lot of construction in the area, I thought 
that I ran over something and punctured my tire.  As a result, 
the local Tire shop removed a large staple from my tire.  The 
warning light prevented me from having a flat tire out on the 
highway.  Most vehicles now have various warning lights that 
indicate that maintenance is necessary or, in the case of the 
dreaded Check Engine Light, something serious might be in the 
offering.  From time-to-time God gives signs of things to come. 
While the remaining disciples were cowering in the Upper Room, 
the Resurrected Jesus appeared to them.  He gave them a  
warning not to leave Jerusalem, not out of an abundance of  
caution, but that something wonderful was about happen. Jesus 
foretold of the arrival of the Holy Spirit.  Soon after, they were 
all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to boldly speak and 
preach of Jesus’ life, sacrifice, and resurrection. 
  
Prayer: Gracious God, during this Lenten season help us to not 
overlook the subtle warning signs and urges from the Holy Spirit.  
Encourage us to act to fulfill Your will for us, our families, 
church, and community. Amen 
  
Mark Fahner 

March 27, 2021 

“Your Father knows what you need before you ask Him.”  
Matthew 6:8 
  

He Knows! 
 
Before you even utter the words, before you even know 
what you need yourself…God knows. You see, He can see 
the big picture, not just what is happening to you right 
now. He knows what tomorrow will bring and how the  
circumstances of today will strengthen you for the next 
thing you have to face. He knows how everything fits  
together. 
 
He knows when you are going to need extra strength or 
joy. He knows when you are going to need patience or 
love. He knows when you need a firm hand or a gentle 
one. He knows. Trust Him….and ask Him for His help daily. 
  
Dear God,  
That is amazing. You know what I need even before I 
know. I am so glad You are in control instead of me. Help 
me…. every day.   Amen. 
  
Taken from: The Illustrated Devotional for Girls 
by Carolyn Larsen 
  
Molly Boney 



 

  

March 29, 2021 

Oceans  
  

“He saved us —not by works of righteousness that we had done, 
but according to His mercy — through the washing of  
regeneration and renewal by the Holy Spirit.” Titus 3:5 CSB 
  
Tides rise and fall. Waves invade the shoreline and quickly  
recede. The deep teal blue water sparkles on the horizon as the 
sun paints vibrant shades of tangerine and goldenrod against 
the fresh, baby blue sky. I sit on the grains of sand that are 
each numbered by our Creator, soaking my toes into their 
collectively soft cushion. Many times, I have walked these shores 
with  
family, friends, professors, and mentors, searching all the while 
for a peace that passes all understanding.  
  
“Remember your baptism, and be thankful,” I hear in the ocean 
breeze, which leads me to question the timing of my own  
baptism. I was 16 and at the precipice of an event that would 
utterly change the trajectory of my life when I was baptized. My 
pastor asked questions like, “Are you sure you know what you’re 
doing?” and “Are you ready to make this very public statement 
of your faith?” To which I responded like any other 16-year-old: 
“Uh, I think Jesus is cool, so uh yeah sure, I guess. So, uh, 
neat.” 
  
Flash forward a few months: this big bad storm of a life event 
had happened, and I found myself with my mom and younger 
sister in Sullivan’s Island. I was struggling and depressed in a 
way that I am only just now able to explain nearly ten years 
later. There was this moment when I was sitting in shallow  
water, staring at the waves like a child, and feeling particularly 
dark and depressed. Mom wanted to take my picture, and I 
wanted to save face, because everything was totally and  
completely fine (it was not even close). So, I sucked up all of 
 the deep dark depression I could muster and smiled for the 

photo, thankful that sunglasses could hide my eyes. I sat on the  
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beach wanting to hide away from the world, wanting nothing 
more than to get out of this monstrous storm that I was in.  
 
And for a long time after coming back to the faith, I felt like I 
needed to be baptized again. Like it did not stick or something 
because of this big bad storm that happened after I hopped onto 
Jesus Cruise Lines: the perfect place to leave your net and fish 
for men. 
  

I learned at an Easter Vigil service several years later that  
baptism is not just a motion you go through. It is not just a  
symbol like I had always been taught. Baptism is accepting the 
fact that we all need the help of Christ, and that there are things 
in this world that we cannot protect ourselves from without Him. 
I now see my baptism as protection, as a means for centering 
myself towards the peace and safety of Christ. Whenever I  
remember my baptism, I do not feel pangs of guilt and hurt  
anymore. I am thankful for the love and peace of Christ that 
lives in each one of us.  
  

Anna Gilreath 



   

March 30, 2021 

“Therefore, confess your sins to each other and pray for 
each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a 
righteous man is powerful and effective.”   
James 5:16 NIV 
  
It is difficult for many people to confess their sins, you 
have to admit fault/ error /failure/bad behavior/, a 
multitude of things that you are ashamed of or 
embarrassed about.  If you are sharing your sins with 
another individual, you then factor in how they will view 
/react or respond to you.  But as Christians we are always 
going to be sinners, of course we are trying to minimize 
the amount of sin, but it is in our human nature to sin.  It 
takes strength, courage, bravery, self confidence to admit 
to our sins but when we do it is freeing, and a burden is 
lifted from us.  God forgives all our sins and as Christians 
we need to be more forgiving of each other’s sins. So, 
welcome your fellow Christian to share with you and pray 
together for forgiveness from God. He does forgive! It is a 
humbling experience and allows us to submit ourselves to 
God. 
 
“Submit yourself then to God. Resist the devil, and he will 
flee from you. Come near to God and he will come near to 
you.” James 4:7-8 
 
Do you see that submitting your sins to God rids you of the 
devil and his evil ways, and isn’t that what sin is?  
  
  
Cathy Damm 

March 31, 2021 

John 11:25  Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life.  

He who believes in me will live, even though he dies;”  
  

I was honored when asked if I would speak at my father-in-law’s  
interment late last year. We had already had Jimmy’s service several 

weeks before, but due to COVID we had to delay his actual burial. One 

of the passages I shared was John 11:25 and 26. These verses cover 
part of the conversation between Jesus and Martha as she went out to 

meet Him following the death of her brother Lazarus. I am sure she 
was grieving and hurting deeply when she said to Jesus in verse 21 

that had He been there, Lazarus would not have died. But here He 

was, in her mind four days too late. 
  

It is in verse 25 that Jesus tells Martha, and the world, that He is the 
resurrection and the life and through Him there is yet hope after death. 

And in verse 26 Jesus tells Martha, and us, that whoever lives and  
believes in Him will never die. 

  

Jimmy lived and believed in Jesus. Although his body died, the true 
Jimmy did not.  

  
And for those of us who can answer “yes” as Martha did to Jesus’  

question at the end of verse 26, though our bodies too will die, our 

true selves will live in glory.  
  

  
John 11:26  “and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.  

Do you believe this?” 
  

Philippians 1:21  “For me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.” 

  
  

Prayer:  Thank you God for giving us hope and life through Jesus. May 
our earthly lives glorify You and let others know what Jesus can do for 

us all.  Amen. 

  
Michael Corn 



  

April 1, 2021 

As a child, the extent of my church experience was attending my 
grandmother’s Southern Baptist church during our visits with her. We 

spent Christmas services, Easter Sunday, and several summer Sundays 
at that quaint, little church in a small coastal community. I remember 

Easter services in particular, where my grandmother made sure my two 

younger sisters and I were dressed in new floral dresses (matching, of 
course), complete with a coordinating Easter hat. The pictures of us on 

those Easter Sundays still offer a nostalgic sweetness, calling back 
memories of egg hunts, chocolate and singing my favorite hymn of the 

season, “Up from the Grave He Arose!” at the top of my lungs. 
 

 
As I have grown, the joy of Easter has been deepened, sweetened 
more than any chocolate treat, by the understanding and observation 

of the Lenten season. The power of Christ’s resurrection is magnified, 
his sacrifice made greater in the understanding of his suffering. Much 

of this year has felt Lenten. Wandering in the wilderness of quarantine, 

denying ourselves the pleasures of friends and celebrations, aching 
from the loss of loved ones, and mourning from a distance.  

 

 
And yet in Christ, we do not suffer alone. In His example, we find the 

strength to walk with our burdens. In His suffering, we see the depths 
of His love for us. In His words, we receive the guidance to love others 

with the same strength and intention. In His resurrection, we are  
assured that sin and death, illness and despair have no power over  

His children. 

 

 
Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for the gift and example of Jesus. 
Allow us to travel through this season with our eyes and hearts on 
Him. Give us the courage and determination to love others as You have 
loved us. Amen. 
  

Jennifer Isenhour 

April 2, 2021 

I grew up being a rule follower.  I like to do things by the book.  
I also, at times, like to make sure others follow the rules.  When 
you live your life always following the rules, breaking them can 
feel scary.  Sin can feel scary.  No matter how hard I tried, I 
could not always get it right.  I said a mean word to a friend, or 
was jealous of something someone else had.   I was always  
going to mess up.  I was always going to trip. That is what  
happened when sin came into the world.  But a lot of times  
what was worse, was the guilt and shame I felt.  The knowing I 
messed up.  It is a heavy burden to bear.  
  
But the Bible says in Romans 8:1-4, “Therefore, there is now 
no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus, because the law of 
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of 
sin and death.  What the law could not do since it was weakened 
by the flesh, God did.  He condemned sin in the flesh by sending 
his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh as a sin offering, in  
order that the law’s requirement would be fulfilled in us who do 
not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.”  
  
Christ came because we would not get it right.  We could not.  
The burden of sin was already here, nothing we could do would 
fix it, until God sent his son to save us from ourselves.  Now we 
walk in freedom.  We still mess up, we always will, but just like 
those who loved me, picked me up, brushed me off, and set me 
back on my feet when I made mistakes as a child, Jesus himself 
steps in for me, forgives me of all I have done before and will  
do in the future.  The weight of sin no longer hangs on my 
shoulders.  I am still a rule follower, but I know, when I mess 
up, the forgiveness Christ offered me at Calvary, covers all, and  
I am made worthy regardless of my mistakes.  
   
As we celebrate this season of Lent, let us be reminded of how 
much we have found in the love and forgiveness of Christ 
through His sacrifice.  
  

Mallory Capps 



  

   

  

  

  

Plain Account of Christian Perfection 

 

 

“Do all the good you can, 

By all the means you can, 

In all the ways you can, 

In all the places you can, 

At all the times you can, 

To all the people you can, 

As long as ever you can.” 

 

― John Wesley 

April 3, 2021 

A Lenten Fast 
  
We know from Matthew 4 that Jesus himself fasted for a 
forty-day period. The Christian tradition of fasting has  
developed over two millennia, with many variations and 
methods of fasting. The Orthodox tradition was basically  
to become vegan giving up meat and/or animal products. 
There were stricter days (weekdays) and looser days 
(Sundays, Annunciation, Palm Sunday). But the overall  
concept is releasing a culture of food consumption to focus 
on spiritual consumption. Matthew 4:4 “Man shall not live 
by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the 
mouth of God.” 
  
Jesus called us to deny ourselves and follow him (Matthew 
16). Fasting is a form of self-denial. As Americans, we are 
rarely called to deny ourselves anything. If you’ve got the 
money to buy it, then you must deserve it. Heck, even if 
you can’t afford it right now, that’s what credit cards are 
for, right?!? Go ahead and “treat yourself.” (If you didn’t 
catch it, that’s a reference from the NBC show Parks and 
Recreation.) 
  
This Lenten season I feel called to fast from my  
consumerist nature. Hopefully this fast will help me focus 
on things that cannot be bought. My prayer is that we all 
can find a way to give up something earthly to help keep 
our minds on Christ in this season. 
  
Father, during this Lenten season keep my mind 
focused on building treasures that neither moth nor rust 
can destroy. Amen 
 
Justin Isenhour 
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